
Look out for future brochures 

on WNV.  There will be more 

information on how to help 

keep you and your family safe 

from the virus this summer. 

Questions?  

Call your 

Township 

If you have questions about West Nile Vi-

rus, give your Township a call at the num-

bers below: 

Brandon Township:  248-627-4918 

Groveland Township: 248-634-4152 

Rose Township: 248-634-8701 

Springfield Township: 248-625-6510 

 

You can also call Oakland County 
Health Division’s Information Hot-
line at 1-877-377-3641, or check out their 

web site at www.co.oakland.mi.us/health. 

 

 

Brandon, Groveland, Rose 

& Springfield Townships 

Don’t Let  

West Nile 

Virus Bug You! 

Brandon, Groveland, 
Rose & Springfield 

Townships 

 

Ways to 

Protect 

Yourself and 

Your Family 



West Nile Virus 

Basics 

Many people live in Northwestern Oakland 

County because of its great beauty, open 

spaces, and recreational opportunities.  Well, 

West Nile Virus is not a reason to avoid en-

joying our beautiful outdoors this summer.   

There are many things you can do to help 

protect you and your family from this disease.  

So read on to learn how you can keep mos-

quitoes, and the virus, at bay. 

 

Fact 1:  West Nile Virus is a 

Virus Spread Through Mos-

quito Bites 

First, let’s talk about West Nile Virus (WNV), 

and how it is spread to people.  West Nile 

Virus is spread to humans by the bite of an 

infected mosquito. The mosquito becomes 

infected by biting a bird that has the virus.  

Most people who have been infected show no 

symptoms or have mild flu-like symptoms.  

However, the symptoms in some people can 

be serious, or even fatal.     

The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) reports that less than 1% of 

Quick Fact: 
Wetlands are not prime 

breeding habitat for the Culex 

mosquito, the type that is the 

prime transmitter of WNV.  

And because wetlands are 

home to a host of mosquito-

eating creatures, the Culex 

may not be as prevalent in 

wetlands as in your backyard! 

people infected with WNV will develop a severe 

illness.  Relatively few children have been reported 

with severe WNV disease.  Those most likely to 

become seriously ill are people over 50 years old.  

Currently, it is unknown if those with weakened 

immune systems are at greater risk, and there is 

no evidence that WNV is spread from person to 

person, or from animal to person.    

 

There are many species of mosquitoes living in 

Michigan.  But the main culprit in transmitting the 

virus is the Culex, or Northern House Mosquito, 

which mainly thrives in more built-up areas.  They 

live in these areas because they prefer to breed in 

sewer drains, catch basins, settling ponds, and the 

like.  They also like to breed in small amounts of 

water.  The Culex adult females primarily bite birds, 

which are a host for the virus.     
  

Fact 2:  There are 

Several Ways to 

Protect Yourself 

and Your Family 

From WNV 

There are a number of things 
you can do to reduce your 

exposure to mosquito bites.  

Make sure to use these meth-

ods when you are outdoors 

at dawn or dusk when mos-

quitoes are most active, or in 

shady or wooded areas where mosquitoes tend to 

congregate: 

 Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants out-

doors. 

 Use insect repellant containing no more than 

35% DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide).  Follow 

the directions on the package.  Be sure not to 

use any DEET products on children under age 2.  

For kids ages 2 – 12, use repellants sparingly that 

contain only 10% DEET.  The CDC has lots of 

information on their website (www.cdc.gov) 

about the effectiveness and safety of DEET.  

Fact 3:  There 

are Things You 

Should Do 

Around Your 

House to Reduce 

Mosquitoes 

The Culex mosquitoes are generally weak flyers.  

The short fly range of this mosquito species 

makes it more important that you eliminate 

breeding sites in your yard.  So, here are some 

important ways that you can reduce the mos-

quito population around your neighborhood: 

 Clean-up anything on your property that 

could hold standing water.  Something as 

small as a bottle cap can breed mosquitoes.  

Look around for buckets, toys, wheelbar-

rows, tire swings, kiddie pools, tarps, flower 

pots, or anything else that can hold water.  

Check around your yard after every rain, 

and if water is found, dump it out! 

 Clean out your gutters so no water stands 

in the gutter or downspout. 

 Fix dripping outdoor faucets. 

 Change standing water such as bird baths, 

rain barrels, and pet water bowls at least 

twice a week.  The water-borne stage of 

the Culex mosquito life-cycle is over a week 

under optimal conditions. 

 Be sure your window and door screens are 

secure and free of tears. 

WNV is more likely to develop into a seri-

ous condition in people over 50. 


